Start teaching languages from year seven
N

ew Zealand’s language teachers should start teaching international languages from year seven, is one of the messages that returned from the UK with Emma Bergh, a French/Japanese teacher of Alfriston College in Auckland. She was one of the four enthusiastic Linking Minds scholars, who spoke to a group of about 50, including High Commissioner His Excellency Richard Fell New Zealand.  MPs Marion Hobbs and Alan Peachey, educationalists and other diplomatic contacts at a function at the British High Commission in Wellington in late September. Among other aspects, the teachers spoke of well resourced classrooms and well-trained fluent language teachers in the UK, issues which are particularly pertinent to New Zealand.  

“I was very impressed by the level of fluency achieved as a result of the St Martin’s College methodology, with a strong emphasis on interaction and a communicative approach. When I saw the results I decided, that’s it, no more English in my classes!” Emma Bergh said.

The principals of Heretaunga Intermediate in Hastings, Kamo High School in Whangarei, Hillcrest High School in Hastings, along with Alfriston College are delighted that their language staff were selected for a unique professional development opportunity for young teachers. 

Catherine Holt highlighted the well-integrated use of interactive whiteboards in British language lessons and the fact that pupils in learned at least one international language – usually French but also German or Spanish - from year one. “I appreciated how capable primary children are of picking up a language and using it,” she said. Advanced Skills teachers, who go to schools and teach primary school lessons with the aim of encouraging classroom teachers impressed Rhys MacDonald of Kamo High School in Whangarei. “It is more structured than the system we have here,” he said.

They hope to impart the knowledge gained to their peers at the annual New Zealand Association for Language Teachers conference later this year.

Noting that Linking Minds is one of the Foundation’s flagship Fellowships, convenor of the NZ-Link Fellowships sub-committee Rob Snelling spoke on behalf of the Link in Chairman Giff Davidson’s absence: “It really shows what can be achieved by supporting such an initiative. We have worked together with Richard Kyle at the British Council on Linking Minds for three years now and, each year, we have been amazed and delighted at the calibre and enthusiasm of the young teachers who have been selected to travel to the UK to look at the different professional development areas – this year languages, last year, gifted children and the year before that information technology.

“From our point of view, we like to think of it as a great success, one where information and ideas are exchanged freely and young professionals are given a lift at a relatively early stage in their careers.”

The function also served to highlight the modern relationship between the two countries and the changing allegiances of both, through the mix of languages taught. It has also inspired enquiries for other potential fellowships.
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(LEFT TO RIGHT) Pictured with NZ-Link Committee member Rob Snelling are the four Linking Minds teachers, all of whom have been teaching for under five years, were Emma Bergh, a French/Japanese teacher from Alfriston College in Auckland, Japanese teacher Rhys MacDonald of Kamo High School in Whangarei, Danielle Gammell who teaches Spanish at Hillcrest High School in Hamilton and Japanese teacher Catharine Holt of Heretaunga Intermediate in Hastings 

